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1 PURPOSE 
 
1.1 To inform committee of the creation of the Office for Local Government and the 

publication of new Best Value Guidance. 
 
 
2 BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 At the Local Government Association annual conference, the Secretary of State for 

Levelling Up Housing and Communities, the Rt Hon Michael Gove MP, announced 
the establishment of the Office for Local Government (Oflog). 

  
2.2 Oflog will provide authoritative and accessible data, and analysis, about the 

performance of local government, and support its improvement. 
 The intention being this data will prompt questions about a local authority’s 

performance. 
 
 
3 INITIAL LIST OF METRICS 
 
3.1 Oflog have now advised that the first areas of performance they will collect data on 

are: 

• Adult Social Care 

• Waste Management 

• Adult Skills 

• Local Authority Finance 
 
 Annex 1 shows in more detail what will be collected. 
 
 
4 BEST VALUE GUIDANCE 
 
4.1 At the same time as the launch of Oflog, the Secretary of State launched a 

consultation into new statutory guidance on what constitutes Best Value, and the 
standards local authorities are expected to meet by government and residents. 

 
4.2 This new guidance sets out seven themes of good practice for running an authority to 

secure continuous improvement and provide value for money. These include the 
characteristics of a well-functioning local authority and the indicators used to identify 
challenges that could indicate failure. 
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 The final guidance will be issued after the government considers the response to its 
consultation. 

 
 Annex 2 sets out the seven themes included in the draft guidance. 
 

 
 
5 RISK ASSESSMENT 
 
5.1 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
 None arising directly from this report. 
 
 TECHNICAL ENVIRONMENTAL & LEGAL 
 
 None arising directly from this report. 
 
 REPUTATION 
 
 The Best Value Guidance sets out the Government’s view of the characteristics of a 

well-run authority. 
 
 
 
6 CONCLUSION 
 
6.1 The Government is clearly concerned over recent failures at a growing number of 

local authorities, and the creation of Oflog and the new Best Value Guidance will be 
used to identify authorities that ultimately could face Statutory Government 
Intervention. 

 
 Once the final Best Value Guidance is issued a further report will be brought to 

committee. 
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